
Dear Pals, 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 17th Annual Paul W. Smith Golf 
Classic!  

FFor the past 17 years, Paul W. Smith and our title sponsor, News Talk 760 WJR, have 
supported Detroit PAL’s mission of helping youth find their greatness.  Thanks to 
them, countless corporations, and individuals like you, this is always a successful 
annual fundraising event for Detroit PAL. 

Detroit PAL offers 11 different sports, as well as youth enrichment programs. We are in a unique position; we capture 
kids through sports, while also having the opportunity to positively impact them by serving as a catalytic hub, 
connecting them to other resources. Through this, we provide mentoring, financial literacy workshops, introduce 
employable skills, and bridge the gap between police o cers and youth through our Team Up program.  

This This year, during the COVID-19 crisis, our PAL families have needed us more than ever. Even though all sports 
programming had to come to a halt for several months, PAL was able to pivot to make sure we continued to stay in 
touch with our thousands of young athletes and their families. We shifted to a virtual platform, hosting at home virtual 
athletic instruction and workouts, offering virtual reading time sessions conducted by PAL's DPD o cers, and 
providing kid friendly tips from trained mental health experts to ensure they remain mentally healthy through this 
unique time. PAL has also been able to provide our parents and coaches with valuable resources and tools to make 
susure that they have everything needed to stay safe and healthy (i.e. food distribution information, government relief 
updates, etc.). Furthermore, PAL has also temporarily converted our facility following CDC guidelines to assist with 
the relief effort by providing a safe space for children of first responders to receive safe, social distanced childcare 
services while their parents are at work serving the community. 

Like the rest of the world, PAL had to hunker down and shut down which has resulted in operating off of a tight 
budget, but the health and wellness of our youth, families, and mentors is Detroit PAL’s most urgent priority. While 
you enjoy today’s event, know you are truly helping kids cope through COVID-19 and find their greatness. Thanks again 
to Paul W., News Talk WJR 760, our legacy sponsors, and all other supporters who have joined us along the way.  We 
are extremely grateful for your investment in helping make Detroit a great place to be a kid and raise a family.  

Together in mission,
 

RRobert Jamerson
Chief Executive O cer   


