
August 3, 2020

Dear friends, 

It is with great pleasure I welcome you to the 17th Annual Paul W. Smith Golf Classic!

TThe Paul W. Smith Golf Classic continues to support four organizations including The 
Children’s Foundation, Detroit Pal, Variety Detroit and the Children’s Center. At The 
Children’s Foundation, we are delighted and honored to be part of this important 
annual event raising funds for children and their families.

This year has been particularly unique in its challenges. At the onset of the pandemic, our Foundation established the 
COVID-19 Emergency Relief Fund to help organizations with unexpected needs and costs so they can support the 
communities they serve. Urgent needs range from food donations, diapers and formula, to technology to transition 
mental health in-person visits to telehealth. It is through fundraising partnerships like Paul W. Smith’s that we can do 
this important work. 

As a longtiAs a longtime fan and friend of Paul W., it is a special day not only for our Foundation but for me personally. Paul is a 
dedicated community leader helping more than 55,000 children and families throughout the year.  

Thank you for your support. And thank you Paul W. for all you do. 

Onward!

Sincerely,

Lawrence J. Burns.
President & CEO
TThe Children's Foundation

Dear Paul W. Smith Golf Classic Supporters,

We are more inspired than ever by Kim & Paul W. Smith’s commitment to changing the 
lives of more than 55,000 children across Greater Detroit. In these challenging times, 
Paul W. Smith Golf Classic sponsors, players and supporters have raised the bar on 
generosity. 

AAt The Children’s Center, our essential workers are on the front lines continuing to 
serve nearly 7,500 children and families. Quickly converting our mental health and 
trauma services from face-to-face to telemedicine. Shifting enrichment services like 
homework help, healthy cooking, and teenage book club to online virtual events. 

While our Medicaid reimbursement revenue is down by 30%, and we’ve lost more than $1,000,000 in budgeted contri-
butions from live events, our spirits are hopeful because of you and your caring commitment to children and families. 

Thank you for the love and compassion you’re showing thousands of children and families across Detroit through your 
support. We are grateful for you.

For the children, 

Debora Matthews
President & CEO
The Children’s Center


